treatises which scholars wrote to prove them.
They rejoiced in the novels they had made as
novels and for no purpose except for joy in
story, and in story through which they could
express themselves.

And indeed the people had made them. SHUT
Hu CHUAN, though the modern versions carry
the name of Shlh Nai-an as author, was written
by no one man. Out of a handful of tales
centring in the Sung dynasty about a band of
robbers there grew this great, structured novel.
Its beginnings were in history. The original
lair which the robbers held still exists in Shan-
tung or did until very recent tunes. Those
times of the thirteenth century of our western
era were, in China, sadly distorted. The dynasty
under the emperor Huei Chung was falling into
decadence and disorder. The rich grew richer
and the poor poorer and when none other came
forth to set this right these righteous robbers
came forth.

I cannot here tell you fully of the long growth
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